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"Directly applicable law" should be applied directly to multilateral cases 
regardless of choice-of-law rules. This kind of character shows its special 
values. We usually divide directly applicable law into two categories: directly 
applicable law of forum and directly applicable law of foreign countries. Due to 
the characteristics of directly applicable law of forum, the application of 
directly applicable law of forum is generally uncontested. Otherwise, no matter 
on the theory or in the practice, the application of directly applicable law of 
foreign countries usually brings a lot of debates. Foreign directly applicable law 
in general is divided into directly applicable law of governing law countries and 
directly applicable law of third countries. Our country starts studying the 
directly applicable quite late. In 2010, our country promulgates The Law of the 
Application of Law for Foreign-related Civil Relations of the People’s Republic of China , 
which provides the country's directly applicable law for the first time, 
meanwhile, it said nothing about foreign directly applicable law applies. 
However, , driven by the expansion and deepening of globalization, foreign 
directly applicable law applicable has become an unavoidable issue. Thus, this 
paper selected foreign directly applicable law as the study point that wants 
illustrate the legal basis for the application of foreign directly applicable law 
and study this kind of issue in other countries. Finally, we expect what we get 
above could benefit the study and judicial practices of our country as refer to 
the application of foreign directly applicable law. 
This article is divided into three chapters to illustrate the application of 
foreign directly applicable law in private international law: 
The first chapter is the clarification of some basic issues on directly 
applicable law. Before studying foreign directly applicable law, it’s necessary 














the method of comparative analysis. Through comparing directly applicable law 
with the other similar concepts in private international law, we can have a 
clearer understanding of directly applicable law’s origin, characteristics, 
structure, function and so on. Moreover, these discussions would also pave way 
for the following studies of foreign directly applicable law. 
The second chapter is the focus of this article, which would has a research 
on the application of foreign directly applicable law. First, it would analyze the 
Applicability of directly applicable law. Then it would individually study the 
application of foreign directly applicable law in the views of theoretical 
arguments, legislative practice and judicial practice. The application of directly 
applicable law of the governing law country gets a widespread support, 
meanwhile, countries practice it cautiously. As to the application of directly 
applicable law of the third country, there are much controversial on theory and 
in practice. 
The third chapter mainly analyses whether china should accept the 
application of the directly applicable foreign law. In this part, it has a review of 
our legislation on directly applicable law at first. Then, it discusses whether 
china should apply directly applicable law of the governing law country. If so, 
which restrictions should be put on its application . At last, it discusses the 
difficulties of applying directly applicable law of the third country and puts 
forward an alternative menthod. 
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